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Recently Brisbane, Australia grower Rick Cairns posted online a mystery bromeliad photo on Global Bromeliad Forum ( http://www.bromeliadforum.za.net ). This cultivar was not new in Australia, having circulated for maybe a decade and initially was thought to be an unidentified Aechmea hybrid from an unknown breeder and untraced source. In the intervening years this unregistered cultivar acquired several alias names-- Quesnelia edmundoi “Black”, Aechmea “Peachy Keen” and Aechmea “Black Olive” at show sales, through Aussie eBay and other outlets. 





 A consensus among several leading Aussie breeders and /or growers was that the hybrid was more likely a bigeneric, specifically x Quesmea. An identification breakthrough came with the discovery of a parentage label of Quesnelia edmundoi var. rubrobracteata  x Aechmea chantinii “Peachy Keen” in the Gold Coast, Queensland collection of John Catlan & Genny Vauhkonen. They had acquired one plant locally and another identical clone specimen reputedly from Thailand. However, my enquiries with several Thai breeders and growers drew a blank as the photos submitted were unknown to them. Similarly, the name of “Peachy Keen” as a cultivar of Ae. chantinii was not recognised by several U.S. growers and their contacts I consulted.  





Northern New South Wales grower Kerry Tate has followed this case for several years, piecing together what little information has been known and for that reason wanted to name and register this cross as x Quesmea ‘Jigsaw Puzzle’, also to hopefully sort out the confusion and settle on one legitimate cultivar name, both locally and abroad. 





The mature open, funnel-form rosette averages 40cms. diameter and 50cms. tall in spike. The dark, frosted, rigid leaves, heavily black-spined and with muted silvery crossbands, together with orange-red primary scape bracts, suggest a dark form of Ae. chantinii was the pollen parent used (assuming the correct procedure was followed by  tag-writing the seed parent first). However, the emerging inflorescence of clean yellow petals, yellow sepals and yellow floral bracts indicate Quesnelia edmundoi var. edmundoi is more likely the seed parent---not Q. edmundoi var. rubrobracteata which has red scape bracts, red floral bracts, blue petals and reddish foliage. During the blooming process in mid/late Spring,  x Quesmea ’Jigsaw Puzzle’ extends its inflorescence branches even further, ageing to a burnished gold for several months.  Pups are formed on 10cms. long woody stolons. 





So we don’t have yet a complete background story of this attractive bigeneric but its photos featured here and in the BSI’s online Bromeliad Cultivar Register (http:registry.bsi.org/ ) assures its place in recorded history and as a handy, permanent reference which can be updated later if necessary.     
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Postscript:  February 2013. Chester Skotak advises that he is the breeder, the seed parent is Q. edmundoi (clone from Brazil), pollen parent is Ae. chantinii ‘Black’  and  was released about 1999, making the cross date at least before 1993. 




















